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90% Perspiration,
10% Inspiration
By Chuck Fernandez. Charles
Spurgeon has been credited with
saying: “Ministry is 90% perspiration
and 10% Inspiration” Now I am
not sure what kind of perspiration
he experienced, but I am confident
that we experience this ministry
formula on a regular basis as we
labor here in Kenya, East Africa.
None more so than when
we helped Pastor Shadrach and
Pastor Japheth dig and build a
baptistry at the Landmark Baptist

His Word requires.
We ask the charity of others
that they recognize our right to do
this, and that they charge our course
By Richard M. Dudley, D. D.
to this motive alone-- not to bigotry,
(Editor’s Note: According to Webster’s New World Dictionary, “close” uncharitableness, or illiberality. We
means “not open, confined to specif- ask no more, and surely there will be
granted no less, than this.
ic groups; restricted.” HLW)
We do not arrogate to our“And why call ye me, Lord,
selves a wisdom or piety superior
Lord, and do not the things which I
to others; but, “with malice towards
say?” (Luke 6:46)
none, and charity for all,” we ask
This sermon is devoted to a
that we be allowed to follow our
discussion of the question of Close
conscientious convictions in all
Communion. In one word, this is
matters pertaining to the Kingdom
our plea: We ask, for ourselves, the
simple liberty to administer the or- of Heaven. As it is by the Word of
dinances of the Lord’s House in such God that we are to be approved or
a way as our consciences tell us that condemned, we feel bound to follow
that Word just where it leads us.
Continued on Page 4

Church of Mawe Tatu in Kenya this
week. For almost four years now,
when Pastor Shadrach wanted to
baptize new converts we had to trek
five or six kilometers to the River
Nzoia or make multiple trips in a
overloaded vehicle with people. One
of the benefits of working closely
with our people is gaining access
to their personal lives and home.
Another is the ability to suggest ideas
while mentoring these special men of
God.
Armed with the knowledge of
Pastor Shadrach’s farm and especially
knowing that he has a fresh water
creek running through his
Continued on Page 10

Chuck Fernandez digs baptistry
with Pastor Japheth in Kenya, East Africa
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Editorial

The Legal Fiction of Missions
By H. L. Wilkinson
Not long after we moved from Arkansas to Maryland to do
Hello Bro. Jinx,
mission work at First Baptist Church in Monrovia, a faithful member
Got The Vine Line at work
came to me. He said: “Pastor, my wife and I have been members here
today and printed it and brought
for almost five years. And we haven’t observed the Lord’s Supper one
it home. It really looks good.
time!”
I’m enclosing a little support.
Being a “mission” we didn’t have the “authority” to observe
Hope it helps. I pray God’s
communion. So, I called the pastor of the sponsoring church and he
relayed this information to the church. And they voted to allow us to
blessing on this work.
observe the Lord’s Supper if it was in co-ordination with them in the 7
It is worthy.
pm Sunday Service.
Take care and thanks again
And, we did as told. (Later, I remembered there was a one
for The Vine Line.
hour time zone difference! But we hadn’t change our service time! We
never did.) Sometimes, we get in a real bind trying to keep the letter
Prayerfully,
of the law rather than prayerfully seeking the spirit of the law.
Jim Jones
In jurisprudence there is what is called a legal fiction, that
Nash, Texas
which is not real but used as a guide to determine cases in both civil and criminal court. “What would ‘the average reasonable man’ be
Editor: H. L. Wilkinson
expected to do under a certain set of circumstances?” In reality, Mr.
Columnist: Mike Yoho
“TARM” doesn’t exist.
Treasurer: Ann Wilkinson
It’s the same with a “Mission.” You’re not going to find them in
The Baptist Vine Line is sent
the Bible unless you define them as “young churches.” Then you see
free 10 times a year with a prayer it will
plenty of them scattered from Galilee to Rome. But to argue an entire
promote missions and Christian eduassembly of baptized believers in one location can be a part of another cation among Landmark Baptists. This
hundreds of miles away doesn’t make sense unless you believe in a so- ministry also includes an international
radio broadcast.
called “universal” church.
Letters, short unsolicited
Much, if not most of the reason we have created “missions”
articles and news items are welcome, but
do not necessarily represent the opinion
revolves around the legal considerations in the control of money,
or doctrinal position of this publication
property, etc. And this is understandable to a degree since there is a
or the sponsoring church.
moral, legal responsibility in the sponsoring church’s receiving and
As a ministry of faith, we
are
dependent
upon your prayers and
disbursing funds received from other churches.
regular
contributions
as the Lord leads
But when such a legal fiction prevents God’s people from obeyyou to give. Offerings may be sent to
ing the command: “This do in remembrance of me,” it is wrong. And
The Baptist Vine Line (P. O. Box 2;
it should be changed.
Lascassas, TN 37085).This ministry
is sponsored by North Bryant Baptist
In most cases the “problem” of “who owns what” can be solved
Church of Bryant, Arkansas
by a simple document prepared by an attorney placing all properties
TheBaptistVineline@gmail.com
in the name of the sponsoring church without violating Scripture.
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Association Reports
60th Anniversary, Mid-Atlantic Meeting at District Heights
By Bill Shepard-. Friday night, Oct. 19, was the sixtieth anniversary at First Baptist Church of District
Heights, MD. And what a wonderful Spirit-filled evening it was!
There was special music, sharing by former pastors and members from its early beginning: Brethren
Randy Cloud, Mike Yoho, Greg Thompson, Jim Holt and myself shared great memories about these years. Bro.
John Yoho, student pastor of First Baptist Church of Green Valley, brought a challenging message about saints of
old who were “underdogs” and whom God blessed and used. This message truly fit the occasion.
Then on Saturday was our fall Mid-Atlantic Baptist Association meeting.. It began with congregation singing
followed by sharing mission reports. Bro. Randy Cloud then brought a challenging message built around the
thoughts of how “Revival Brings Rejoicing.”
After this we separated for the Ladies’ and Men’s meetings. Then we re-gathered for prayer and blessings
on the food prepared by the folks of District Heights. No one left hungry! And we all enjoyed a great week-end of
spiritual refreshment and physical food from this fellowship time together.

Pine Bluff Association Meets at Olive Branch
By Patrick Greer-.The 151st annual meeting of the Pine
Bluff Association was held on Oct. 11, 2012, at the beautiful facilities
of Olive Branch Missionary Baptist Church in Pine Bluff, Ark. Dr.
Roger Stewart was the host pastor.
Bro. Patrick Greer served as moderator and called the session
to order. The first order of business was Bro. Greer’s donation of a
new gavel to be handed down to successive moderators. (The old
one had been inadvertently misplaced.) Attendance was good for the
meeting with about 70 brethren present in the afternoon session.
Bro. Jim Easley, Pastor of Orion Missionary Baptist Church,
gave the devotional. And Bro. Greer presented the moderator’s
address. Bro. Kevin Spurlin, Pastor of Poyen Missionary Baptist
Church, presented the annual sermon.
Four missionary pastors spoke concerning their respective
works. There were also reports from the Arkansas State Missions
office and reports were also given from Missionary Baptist Student
Moderator Patrick Greer
Fellowship in both Little Rock and Arkadelphia.
Bro. Bryan Sellers, the newly elected Director of Missions for the American Baptist Association also
spoke. We were blessed with an outstanding meal provided by the Olive Branch congregation! The Thursday
evening services were extraordinary with a great presentation by the Olive Branch choir. Afterward, Bro. Eduardo
Magana of Mexico brought a superb missions sermon. Next year the messengers will meet at First Missionary
Baptist Church in Mabelvale, Arkansas.

Throughout the land there
is an outcry against Baptists, because of their Close Communion.
This is because their views and motives are misunderstood. There are
persons who never will be brought
to understand the true position
of Baptists in this matter. Not that
the position itself is difficult, or
that the persons lack the ability to
understand, but they do not care to
understand.

The love of approbation
is instinctive and
very strong.

The cry of “Close Communion” is a convenient cudgel with
which to pound Baptists; and a
ringing rally-word with which to
excite popular passion and prejudice against them. To reason with
such persons is the idlest of idle
tasks; and Baptists may as well
make up their minds to endure
their carping. But we are glad to
believe that this class is a very small
minority, while the large majority
of their fellow Christians of other
names honestly and really misunderstand.
To those who are willing to
hear and consider, and who would
be glad to be relieved of any wrong
impressions they may have received, these words of explanation
and argument are addressed.
Let it be premised that, rightly
considered, the very fact that the
position of the Baptists on the
question of Communion is one of
odium, instead of being a ground
of rash condemnation, constitutes a
presumption in its favor, since there
must be very strong reasons to urge
its adoption and maintenance in
the very face of its odiousness.
The love of approbation is
instinctive and very strong. Cen-

sure is a thing which men flee.
So great is the aversion of men to
censure, that many will give up
their principles rather than endure
it. To go out of their way to incur it,
or to expose themselves to its fury
when it may as well and as easily
be avoided, is an unheard-of thing,
except among fanatics.
If a man of probity and
intelligence firmly set himself in
a way that will bring odium upon
him, and calmly pursue his course
despite the scorn and condemnation of his neighbors, if it be in a
matter not beyond his judgment,
the probability is that he will be
found to be not only honest, but
right. Such was the position of
Paul at Antioch, when Peter and
Barnabas were carried away by the
popular current.
Such we believe to be the
position of Baptists upon the question of Communion. What a world
of pressure has been brought to
bear against their position, because
of its odiousness. It is unpopular,
and so is condemned without any
attention to its merits.
If a minister or church has
declared for open communion,
with what laudation has that declaration been received. Far and near,
it is sounded abroad; and the world
is given to know what a burst of applause would follow, if all Baptists
were to do likewise. Are Baptists so
unlike all other men, so unnatural,
that they choose the heritage of
shame and condemnation without
cause?
Or, does not the fact that
they have calmly withstood opposition and reproach at least entitle them to a candid and patient
hearing, lest, after all, they may be
found to be in the way of the true
followers of the Nazarene, “the sect
everywhere spoken against.”
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It is freely conceded that the
words “Close Communion” are not
found in the Bible. No sane man
would expect to find them there,
when he remembers the character
of the Apostolic churches, that they
were essentially the same, each one
being substantially like every other
one.
But what we do find in the
Word of God is this: Certain restrictions thrown around the Lord’s
Supper, which, in the present condition of the religious world, force
upon Baptists one of two things,
--either to set aside the restrictions
imposed by the Word of God; or
to refuse a free invitation to the
Supper. The former they cannot do
without setting aside the cardinal
principle that the Scriptures are
divinely inspired, and constitute an
infallible and supreme rule of faith
and practice. The latter being the
only course left to them, they have
refused to give a free invitation to
the Supper.
What is called “Close
Communion” is simply the practical application of the terms and
conditions which the Scriptures
have imposed upon all who would
approach the Lord’s Table.

THE CONDITIONS
OF COMMUNION
First: Conversion. By this
we mean that the individual must
be, so far as we can judge, a true
disciple of Jesus Christ. This accords with the Commission which
Jesus gave to his Apostles. “All
power is given unto me in Heaven
and in earth. Go ye, therefore, and
teach [disciple] all nations.” (Matt.
28: 18, 19). It accords also with
the practice of the Apostles under
that Commission. On the day of
Pentecost Peter preached Jesus to

the multitudes gathered together in
Jerusalem.
The first marked effect of
his discourse is recorded in these
words: “They were pricked in their
hearts.” When they cried out, “What
shall we do?” He bade them repent.
A little further on we are told that
thousands of them “gladly received
his word.” (Acts 2:37, 41)
To gladly receive His word about
Jesus is the same as to receive Jesus
Himself. Now we are told that to
receive Jesus is to “to believe on
his name.” John 1:11, 12: “He came
unto his own [the Jews] but his
own received him not. But as many
as received him, to them gave he
power [right or privilege] to become
the sons of God, even to them that
believe on his name.”
Those Pentecostal converts
then, were penitent believers.
The true character of the penitent
believers is still further developed
in that they are declared to be the
sons of God, and the subjects of a
divine and spiritual birth. “Which
were born not of blood, nor of the
will of the flesh, nor of the will of
man, but of God,” (John 1:13). Or, in
ordinary parlance, we say that they
were “converted.”
This proposition might be
very much enlarged upon, but the
reader is invited to examine the
New Testament for himself; and to
note particularly the character of
the apostolic churches, as described
in the epistles addressed to them.
Let only one example be cited:
“Paul, an Apostle of Jesus Christ
to the saints which are at Ephesus,
and to the faithful [the believers] in
Christ Jesus,” (Ephesians.1:1).
Second: Baptism. Again,
we find that this accords with the
Commission. “Go ye, therefore, and
teach [disciple] all nations, baptiz-

ing them,” etc. (Matt. 28:19). Again,
it accords with the practice of the
Apostles under the Commission.
“Then they that gladly received his
word were baptized,” (Acts 2:41).
So also it is the faith and practice
of the various denominations of
Christians to give the Supper to the
baptized only.
What constitutes the act
of baptism, I will not discuss here,
only this much in general: If, in
this controversy about the act of
baptism, Baptists stood alone, with
the whole world against them, they
might well distrust the strength
and correctness of their views and
practice.
[Editor’s Note: The author’s excellent,
lengthy argument for immersion, is omitted for brevity’s sake. HLW]

Third: Church Membership.
Concerning these Pentecostal
converts, we read, “Then they that
gladly received his word were baptized, and the same day there were
added unto them about three thousand souls.” (Acts 2:41).
Added unto whom? The
ellipsis is supplied in verse 47: “And
the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved.” Now,
concerning those baptized converts
that had been added to the church,
we read, “And they continued steadfastly in the Apostle’s doctrine and
fellowship, and in breaking of bread
and prayers,” (Acts 2:42).
The Scriptures teach further
that the Supper is not an individual,
or social, or family ordinance, but
a church ordinance. One of the
main points of the Apostle’s earnest
admonitions in 1 Corinthians 11,
is that the Supper is not a social
ordinance, in which a few might
join as a social repast, but that they
should wait one for another; and
with the whole church assembled,
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they should partake of the Supper.
Again, he declares, “For we being
many, are one bread and one body;
for we are all partakers of that one
bread,” (1 Corinthians 10:17).
In accordance with this, the
disciples at Troas came together on
the first day of the week to break
bread (Acts 20:7). Though there
is no specific mention of a church
being established at Troas, as this
was the third time Paul had visited
that city, and as he himself tells us
that a door was opened to him of
the Lord, the presumption is that a
church had been established there.
Besides, to omit the mention of such a fact is not uncommon in Acts. If, in opposition to
this, it should be urged that the
Supper was observed from house
to house, and was, perhaps, a social
Christian ordinance rather than
a church ordinance--the reply is
ready.
The writer of the Acts seems
to be careful to keep up the idea of
the disciples as one company. “And
all that believed were together, and
they [all that believed] continuing
daily with one accord in the temple
and in breaking bread from house to
house,” etc. (Acts 2:44-46)
Besides, the idea is not that
of going from house to house, but,
as Olshausen says, “The stress is to
be laid upon the opposition between ‘entoi hieroi’ [in the temple]
and ‘kat’ oikon’[at home].” They
worshiped daily in the Temple; they
broke bread in private, or, as the
marginal renders it, “at home.”
From these Scriptures it
appears that the Lord’s Supper
is a church ordinance; that it
is also an expressive symbol of
church fellowship; and that it is to
be shared by those who are truly
united in church relation. The New

Testament says nothing of the
inter-communion of churches; but
it seems reasonable to infer that
there may be consistent inter-communion between those churches
doctrine and order so agree that
membership in the one church may
justly entitle an individual to membership in the others; but between
such churches only.
[Editor’s Note: If inter-communion of
churches at the Lord’s table is not found in
the Scripture, This should settle it. HLW)

Let us now see how these
qualifications for the Supper,
which are of the nature of restrictions thrown around it, force
upon Baptists the practice of Close
Communion. Since conversion is
an indispensable qualification
in the Scriptural communicant,
Baptists are compelled to refuse
an invitation to all those who deny
or practically ignore conversion as
such a qualification; or they must
with their own hand, remove the
restriction which the Lord has imposed. They have no right to do the
latter, and so are compelled to do
the former.
It is absolutely painful to
consider how large a part of the
professed Christian world this
excludes. But if the reader will cast
about him and discover who it is
that demands a credible profession
of faith in Christ, as a condition of
church membership, or of participation at the Lord’s Table, he will
also discover that nine-tenths of
the Christian world are excluded by
this simple but unspeakably important test.
Again, since we believe that
baptism is a qualification of the
communicant, and that immersion alone is baptism, how can we
consistently invite one who has
not been baptized [immersed]? We
do not admit to the Table persons

whom we ourselves have received
for church membership, until they
have been baptized.
It not infrequently happens that persons are received for
membership in Baptist churches;
but before they are baptized the
church observes the Lord’s Supper.
Yet these persons are not invited to
partake, because they have not been
baptized. How can we consistently
admit others who have not been
baptized? Shall we so discriminate
against our own members?
Does not the same Scripture
which compels us to withhold the
Supper from those who have signified their wish to join our churches,
because they are unbaptized, compel us to withhold it from all others
who are unbaptized?
We do not admit those who
have been sprinkled to membership
in our churches without baptism;
neither can we admit them to the
Lord’s Table without baptism. Now
is the one practice any more rigid
or exclusive than the other? We
may as consistently admit the unbaptized to our churches as to the
Lord’s Table. Particularly does this
appear when we remember that the
Supper is a church ordinance.
Again, if baptism is a
scriptural qualification of the
communicant, and is scripturally
administered to the believer only,
how can Baptists, unless they set
aside the teaching of the Scriptures,
invite one who was only sprinkled
in his infancy? And who cannot
claim that even that was done as the
prompting of his own desire and
choice, but wholly at the dictation
of another. How can they receive
the sprinkling of an unconscious
babe as a substitute for the voluntary immersion of a conscious
believer in Jesus Christ?
This brings to the surface
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the fact that the real difference
between Baptists and Pedobaptists
[those who sprinkle babies, HLW]
is not one of Communion at all,
but, of baptism. And for our Pedobaptist brethren to cry out “Close
Communion” is not only wide of
the mark, but is ignoring the real
issue.
As has been said the thousandth time, perhaps, “It is close
baptism.”
They will not give the
Supper to the unbaptized. We say
no more than that. So the question
between them and us is, “What is
baptism?” Until it is shown that
something else than immersion is
baptism, to upbraid Baptists for
not inviting them to the table is to
upbraid them for what they will
not do themselves-- commune with
those whom they consider unbaptized.
Is it not plain that in the
present condition of the religious
world the practice of “Close
Communion” is the practical
application of the restrictions
which the Word of God has thrown
around the Lord’s Table?
If Baptists are wrong
anywhere, it is in the principles
which they have drawn from the
Word of God; not in the practical
application of those principles in
the administration of the Supper.
If their principles are wrong, they
should abandon them, by all means.
If their principles are of
little worth, why, let them go along
with their failure to practice them.
But if their principles are right
and important, let them have the
manliness and fidelity to stand by
them, and God and good men will
approve their course.
In these days of religious
latitudinarianism, when, under the
cloak of charity, men are crying

down creeds and formulas of faith,
and calling upon their fellow Christians to give up, or submerge from
view, this or that Bible doctrine,
that all the Lord’s people may appear to be one, is it not worth while
that Baptists should stand firm, as
the representatives of the grander
principle that the Word of God is
the supreme rule of life?
That [we] do just what God
says is of far greater importance
than the exercise of a charity that
vaunts itself over the Bible, while
professing to reverence and love it?
To maintain such a position
as this at this present time is of the
greatest moral value to the world,
to say nothing of the sacrifice of
principle and conscience involved
in yielding to their position.

OBJECTIONS TO OUR
COMMUNION
There are many plausible
objections to Close Communion,
which are persistently thrust forward with a skill and energy “worthy of a better cause”. These have
been answered over and over again;
but as the thoughts of men are particularly occupied with the objections to Close Communion, rather
than with its true meaning and
significance, there is no alternative
but to expose their unsoundness
once more. The strongest objections
will be selected and their full force
given to them.
First Objection. “It is the
Lord’s Table; you have no right to
prevent the Lord’s people from
approaching it.” It is strange to see
how differently different minds will
reason and conclude from the same
premises.
To my mind it appears that,
because it is the Lord’s Table, is

the greatest of all reasons why we
have no voice in the matter one way
or another, to say who shall, or who
shall not come to it. We can afford
to be generous with what belongs to
us, but with what belongs to another, we have no right to do anything
at all, save what he has directed.
The Table is the Lord’s;
therefore, I have no voice in the
matter at all, except to follow the
directions He himself has given us.
The reader can decide which conclusion is right.
Second Objection. “The
Scriptures say: ‘Let a man examine
himself;’ from which it is inferred
that, if he is satisfied with his own
fitness and right to the Supper, we
have no right to interpose a barrier.” The fallacy of the objection
becomes apparent when we remember that altogether a different
state of things exists among us today, from what existed when Paul
penned these words.
We have a score of different sects, each claiming to be the
Church of Christ, and this language
is so interpreted as to make it mean
that if the members of one of these
sects are satisfied with their fitness
and right to the Supper, that that
entitles them to admission to the
Supper, whensoever and by whomsoever spread.
According to this, we may
have inter-communion not only
of Presbyterians, Episcopalians,
Methodists, Congregationalists, Reformers and Baptists, but of Catholics, Unitarians, Universalists, etc.,
etc. because, according to his own
examination of himself, each one is
satisfied with his right to the Table.
Besides, let it be remembered that this language was not
addressed to a score of sects, for
the purpose of leaving the ques-
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tion of fitness for the Supper to the
individual determination of each,
as the objection supposes; but it
was addressed to the members of
one church, (Corinth), and was
designed to prevent the very thing
which this objection tacitly sanctions. At Corinth, the Supper had
been greatly abused, and the source
of this abuse was the idea that each
might act for himself.
Against this Paul protests.
Hear what he says: “Wherefore,
whosoever shall eat this bread and
drink this cup of the Lord unworthily, shall be guilty of the body and
blood of the Lord. But let a man
examine himself, and so let him
eat of that bread, and drink of that
cup. For he that eateth and drinketh
unworthily, eateth and drinketh
damnation to himself, not discerning
the Lord’s body. For this cause many
are weak and sickly among you, and
many sleep, [have died].” (1 Corinthians 11:27-30)
Instead of sanctioning loose
communion, this language enjoins
carefulness, strictness; and instead
of leaving each individual merely to be satisfied with himself, it
expressly commands him to examine himself lest he be guilty of a
violation of the ordinance, and so
bring condemnation, and perhaps
sickness and death. But passing all
this by, is it pretended by those who
urge this objection that the right of
individual judgment, flowing from
individual self-examination, shall
supersede the right of judgment
by the whole collective body of the
church? Certainly not, I suppose.
Then, if not, suppose there
should be a conflict between the
judgment of an individual as to his
fitness, and the judgment of the
church, which should yield? Does
Jesus Christ expect nothing of his

churches, and everything of individuals? Should an individual override the conscience of the whole
church? May a church seek refuge
from the responsibility of having
tolerated a known violation of the
requirements of the Divine Word
under the plea that every man must
judge for himself?
The answer is: When the
requirements of the law are made
known, churches are responsible for
themselves, as well as an individual
for himself. And it is as unmanly
and as unfaithful in a church, as in
an individual, to try to shirk the
responsibility or performance of a
delicate and unpleasant duty.
The Lord’s Supper is a
church ordinance, and the laws
governing that ordinance have been
plainly revealed; and it is the duty
of an individual to examine himself, and so eat and drink; and it is
the duty of the church to enforce
the laws which have been left to her
to administer.
In 1 Corinthians 5:11, this
duty of the church is distinctly
urged and commanded: “But now
I have written unto you not to keep
company if any man that is called a
brother be a fornicator, or covetous,
or an idolater, or a drunkard, or an
extortioner; with such an one no not
to eat.” This means “not to eat at the
same table with such: whether at
the love feasts (Agape) or in private
intercourse, much more at the Lord’s
table.”
That the communicant
should be a converted man, a baptized man, a church member, is as
plainly declared in the Scriptures
as that he should be a moral man
and just in his deportment. If it is
the province and duty of the church
to judge the communicant as to his
possession of a part of these Scrip-

tural qualifications, and the Apostle
distinctly asserts that it is, no less
can it be the province and duty of
the church to judge the communicant as to his possession of all the
Scriptural qualifications.
And if the church has not
this right, aye, if this duty does not
solemnly rest upon her, then the
Lord’s Table is a prey to designing
men, and the church herself is impotent to determine or preserve her
own character.
Third Objection. “I do
not believe that it is right to separate Christian people. I think they
ought to meet together at the Lord’s
Table.” It is difficult to see the consistency of the outcry against Close
Communion, while separation into
different denominations is at once
tolerated and justified.
If the Lord’s people can
consistently come together at the
Lord’s Table, what reason is there
for their living in and maintaining
separate Church establishments? If
their differences should not keep
them apart at the Lord’s Table, why
should they anywhere?
Fourth Objection. “Baptists
make too much of baptism. It is not
a saving ordinance; why make such
an ado about it?”
If we were disposed to
retort, we might say that the charge
comes with bad grace from those
who practice sprinkling or pouring;
since it was the belief that baptism
is a saving ordinance that first led
to the change in the primitive practice, in such cases as the sick, when
baptism was deemed impracticable
and dangerous. Yet that they might
not die without the regenerating
fluid, in such cases sprinkling or
pouring was substituted for baptism.
Baptists have neither unduly
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exalted nor debased the ordinance
of baptism. They keep it just where
the Master put it. The same with the
Supper. They do not seek to exalt
the Supper above baptism. Both
are divine ordinances, and were
established by the same lips. The
Master placed one at the entrance
of the church, the other within the
church.
No one has the right to run
over the one ordinance, baptism,
to get to the other, the Table. All
the commands of Jesus are full
of power, sweetness and beauty.
Obedience is the test of love, in
small matters as well as great. A
command to pick up a pin is as
sure a test of love as a command to
put out a fire that is burning down
a house, perhaps a surer one.

A command to pick up
a pin is as sure a test
of love as a command
to put out a fire
To put out the fire is of so
great importance that it would be
done without a command; whereas, the command to pick up a pin
carries with it no reason for obedience save that it is commanded.
But underlying this question about
baptism is one that is not of minor importance--the Headship of
Christ.
If Christ ordained immersion, have we any right to change it?
The Catholic Church says, “Yes, and
we have done it.”
John Calvin says on Acts
8:38: “They went down into the
water. Here we see the rite used
among the men of old time in baptism; for they put all the body into
the water. Now the use is this, that
the minister doth sprinkle the body

or the head. It is certain that we
want nothing which maketh to the
substance of baptism. Wherefore
the church did grant liberty to herself since the beginning to change
the rites somewhat excepting the
substance.” (Edinburg: Calvin
Translation Society, as quoted by
Jeter.)
But if we claim the right to
change what Christ has ordained,
where will the matter end? Where
has it landed the Catholic Church,
which arrogates to herself the right
to change the laws of Christ? Look
at her today and contrast her with
the teachings of God’s Word, and
let that be our answer.
Jesus Christ is the head of
the Church and the King in Zion,
and among the last words which he
caused to be spoken is a curse upon
him who should “add to”or “take
away from the words of the book.”
Rather let my hand or tongue be
palsied than to do or attempt such a
thing.

Conclusion
We conclude as we began.
Baptists simply ask for themselves
the liberty to administer the ordinance of the Lord’s House in such a
way as their consciences tell them
that His Word requires.
They ask their fellow Chris-

tians of other names to recognize
their right to do this, and charge
their course to this motive alone,
not to prejudice, bigotry, uncharitableness, or an affectation of a

“They went down into
the water. Here we see
the rite used among the
men of old time
in baptism”
-- John Calvin
superior piety or wisdom.
The practice of Close
Communion is the logical result
of the principles which they have
learned from the Scriptures. If they
are wrong, either in the principles
themselves, or in their practical
application, we think they have the
candor and manliness to acknowledge the wrong, when it is pointed
out to them. On a question like
this, argument is more agreeable
to them, and more becoming those
who differ from them, than harsh
words and bitter upbraidings.
They desire to live on
terms of brotherly kindness with
all Christian people. They do not
shrink from criticism and investigation. They would be glad to have
the world study their principles in
the light of God’s Word, and will
cheerfully abide the result.
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To my Baptist brethren I
say, we should remember that we
have naught to gain, but everything
to lose by compromising the principles which we hold. Should fidelity
to God’s Word lead us to separation
from those we love as well as our
own lives, we should still be firm;
remembering that true love to Jesus, as well as to our friends, should
lead us to stand firmly by the truth.
Baptists have accomplished
a noble work for the world. We do
not believe that their mission is
ended. Our fathers suffered imprisonment, stripes, banishment, death,
that they might bequeath to us the
rich legacy which we enjoy. Shall
we barter that legacy for popular
applause?
The early Christians were
the “sect everywhere spoken against.”
Our Master bore suffering and
shame for us. If our principles
bring reproach upon us, let us bear
that reproach. Let us be careful to
avoid bitterness and unholy strife.
Let our lives abound in patience,
forbearance, gentleness, goodness
and truth, while we commit ourselves, not to men, but to God, who
judgeth righteously.
(This article is adapted from “Baptist Doctrines” by Charles A. Jenkins, Baptist Heritage Press. Picture provided by Ms. Sandy
Baird of Georgetown College in Kentucky.)

ANGLICANS TO GET CARDBOARD CHURCH

By Landol Swinney. Our house in Christchurch, New Zealand, continues to shake from recent earthquakes.
And the Anglican Cathedral on Cathedral Square in the center of Christchurch has fallen. It is an icon for this
city. But it is now down and only pieces of it are still standing . The rest is waiting to be demolished.
Howevr, the head of Anglicans in Christchurch has come up with a plan! They have decided to put up
a five year temporary building until their $103 million permanent building can be erected
But the temporary church building is made out of cardboard! The Japanese have designed the building and it
will soon be shipped here on the foundation that has been prepared.
It will be their meeting place for five years and it will cost $5.3 million.

time “breaking a sweat for Jesus”
together and I can’t wait to see new
property year around, I suggested
converts lined up to use the new
that we build a baptistry next to
his creek so we can fill it up from
baptistry. As people in the village
would curiously come by one by
the creek and then drain it after
one to inspect a project that they
the service. He thought it was a
had never seen before they would
great idea and since it was my
say, that is the work of an African,
suggestion he let me take the lead
in the construction Unfortunately
not a white man.
Then Japheth would bless
the lead involved digging a 10’ x 10’
x 5’ deep hole next to a creek where my heart when he would politely
reply that Carlos is a resident of
the soil was pure clay and mud. It
took Japheth and I the better part of the village and not a visitor I can’t
three hours to dig the hole by hand, tell you how much it means to be
probably a fifteen minute job with a considered a resident of the village.
backhoe.
It reveals something very special
about the relationship with these
I can’t remember the last
folks which we have worked so
time I have spent so much time
hard to build.
on the end of a shovel but it did
Along those lines, my
bring back lots of memories of the
many days I spent constructing golf wife Terry continues to teach
courses and installing irrigation
the women of the churches
in Florida Many of you do not
through monthly small group
meetings. This week she taught
know that I was a bi-vocational
Pastor who designed, constructed
both the women of Landmark
and managed golf courses for over
Baptist Church in Mawe Tatu
twenty years. God has graciously
and the women of the outreach at
allowed me to use many of the skills Soysambu. It is important for the
I learned in the secular/corporate
women in these Churches to be
golf world in our ministry here in
taught and mentored by faithful
East Africa.
women so they too will one day be
And in this case, it was
able to teach the younger women
in the churches for years to come.
the most rudimentary tools in my
arsenal, a shovel. Nevertheless we
In addition to these valuable Bible
had a great day of constructing
lessons, they are experiencing what
the Bible refers to as continuing in
the new baptistry. I kept telling
Japheth as we were doing the dirty
fellowship.
It is a beautiful thing to
difficult part of digging that I felt
observe the love, joy and unity that
like we were working a county job.
these folks find in Christ through
He and I were were doing the hard
their local New Testament Church.
work while many others where
conveniently busy doing other
Hey! It is fun being a Christian and
things.
this group of women had a blast
Oh well, we had a great
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Continued from Page #1

Terry Fernandez
as
Terry taught them how to make
tostones as well. They are becoming
“legendary” among the Luhya
tribe. We are able to laugh as we
continually hear the comments that
it is a lot of work to cook tostones.
They are enjoying something new
and I know their husbands and
children are enjoying them as well.
In closing, we received
word this week that the seeds we
planted in August 2010 during our
initial survey trip to Pokot have
began to grow and God has given
an increase there. During that trip
which ended up being one of the
hardest we have ever undertaken,
we ended up in Marakwet where we
saw fifty six people profess Christ.
It was apparent that we
would not be able to work in that
region on a regular basis due to
the difficulty of getting there, so
that day we began to pray that
God would use our guide Vincent
to reach that area and follow up
with those saved. And God has
graciously answered our prayers

Vote! November 6th!

of Indonesia, an area with strong,
growing militant Islamic influence.
Sublet Road BC, P. O Box 172076
Landol Swinney, Christchurch,
New Zealand. The Swinneys have
labored many years in mission
work in U.S., Australia, NZ. Still
in need of prayer, support. Shiloh
MBC; P.O. Box 576, Russellville,
AR 72811.

Foreign
Shin Kamoda, Tokyo, Japan. Joe
Morrell of Flatwoods in Arkansas
recently preached there Oct. 6, 7,
members passed out 5,000 gospel
flyers, one lady saved after attending for several years. Calvary BC;
410 N. Marshall St., Henderson, TX
75662.
Ernest Lawson, Ushiku City, Japan.
Now living in KY, but often traveling back to Japan to preach, teach.
And radio broadcasting in Japanese
language. Flatwoods MBC; 2709
E. Main St. Mountain View, AR
72560.
Rusty Teer, Thailand. Two recently
saved; many schools open for others to come, teach ESL & share the
gospel. Nevills Chapel MBC, 113
CR 1320, Mt. Pleasant, TX 75445.
Wayne Stringer, Philippines Mission Development. Recently back to
visit missions there including New
Hope MBC of Subic for Oct. 28
dedication of building. White Rock
MBC; 12545 Hwy 7 W, Center, TX
Chase Reynolds, Papua, New
Guinea. Missionary in this country
above Australia is on the doorstep

Gary Max, Dunedin, New Zealand. Gary & Charlene continue
to labor on the south island with
good results. Landmark MBC 391,
Arthur Rd., Martinez, CA 94553
Robert Immanuel, India. One mission recently purchased a church
building; another needs pastor. Life
Gate Tabernacle doing well. First
Baptist Church, P. O. Box 336; Ranson, WV 25438.
Dan Piper, Republic of Ireland.
They are sharing Christ with contacts with several teens in Bible
study, ladies teas, etc. Recently
visited by the Raburns; pray for
health concerns of Mel’s parents.
Columbus MBC. 4821 N. US Hwy
31, Columbus, IN 47201.
Daniel Estrada, Spain. In process
of moving to new field after many
years in Mexico. Little if any Missionary Baptist work there. First
BC, PO Box 8, Sullivan, MO 63080.
Jodie Vesely, Russia. Have completed survey trip & preparing to move
young family to this new field in a
once officially atheist nation which
may yet return to old ways of Communism. Greater Heights Baptist
Fellowship, 2032 CR 220, Box 1356,
Angleton, TX 77516-1356.

Page #11

ABA Mission Report
August 2012
Beginning Balance $855,377.18
Receipts $184,108,485.48
Disbursements $205,010,.82
Ending Balance $834,474.66
Deficit ($20,902.52)
Words from Secretary-Treasurer,
Bro. Bryan Sellers: “My heart is
overwhelmed with emotion as my
oldest son boards a plane headed
to Afghanistan to serve his country with the United States Marine
Corps. For the month of September, our missionaries have reported
1,363 Professions of faith and 102
Baptisms. These numbers should
cause us to rejoice in the Lord.”
The Thanksgiving Offering Goal is
$325,000.

Interstate
George Dever, Dexter, ME. Doing
great work in a needy field. They
have recently remodeled a beautiful, historic church building with
good results. Nevill’s Chapel MBC,
Box 1334, Mt. Pleasant, TX 75456.
YoungBae Kim, Washington, D.C.
area. One saved in August. Several
visitors have come to services from
ads in Korean newspaper, gospel
brochures distributed in Asian markets, etc. First BC of Kingstowne,
7313 Hayfield Rd., Kingstowne, VA
22315.
Wayne Marlar, Jackson, MI. Building now debt free, but need help
with expensive repairs on parking
lot. A congregation of about 15 in
worship & missionary is a solid

Bible preacher. The Marlar’s son
recently surrendered to preach.
Landmark MBC 391, Arthur Rd.,
Martinez, CA 94553
Alan Schoeff, Sheridan, IN. Meeting in remodeled historic building
with good community reception
Recently baptized twenty-eight person, another joined by statement;
one family excluded. Landmark
BC, 1924 W. Cross St., Anderson,
IN 46011
Mike Weiler, Brownstown Indiana.
In Sept., 9 joined by letter, 1 by
Baptism, high of 19 in attendance,
presented gospel to 3,000 during
melon festival in front of church.
Redfield MBC, PO Box 25, Redfield, AR 72132

Toby Cribbs-Jack Slay, Ducktown,
TN. . Held services in 3 jails; 601
studies completed & have been
study courses mailed to 539 prisons, jails over the years. Need
financial help with postage of
$1500 to $1800/mo to help with car
payment. Many lives changed over
the years. Berean MBC, Box 634,
Ducktown, TN 37326
Stan Smith, Selmer, TN. Sulphur
Springs making progress & several saved since began. Meeting. in
rented store outside town. Sister
Smith recently went to be with the
Lord. Calvary MBC, 19 Gross Ave.,
Burnsville, MS 38833.
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Larry Krisell, Locust Grove, GA.
New missionary family adjusting
well & ministering to the small
congregation. Emmanuel BC, Box
92, Malvern, AR 72104.

Lavern Clark, Olive Branch, MS.
Grace for Life Baptist Fellowship
has been offered 3.48 acres of
property. But they need a sponsoring church. Contact Bro. Lavern
Clark at PO Box 218 Olive Branch,
MS 38154 or call him at (662)-8952626.
Kim Williams, Houston, TX. The
building plans approved & permits to go ahead, but need more
financial help before they can begin
construction. Alvin MBC, 2102 W.
Lang St., Alvin, TX 77511.

The Baptist Vine Line
We’re Now at
Three Time Slots
This past month The Baptist Vine
Line was broadcast to Asia on World
Wide Christian Radio on Saturday at 3:00
am Central Standard Time on shortwave
frequency 4.840. It was also broadcast to
Europe and Africa on frequency 15.825 on
Saturday at 6:45 am on also on this frequency
on Sunday, 2:30 pm, CST. (picture right)
Program director Cathy Soares,
told me that they get a lot of mail from
Germany at this frequency as well as from England, Spain, Scandinavia, Russia, and Africa. She said the
station recently got a letter from a man who had been listening in Bulgaria for sixteen years. He included a
picture of his house and wrote: “The signal strength (at 15.825) is good and sounds like FM in the morning
broadcast.”
These three 15 minute broadcast cost $30 each or $90 per week. And you may listen to them at
thebaptistvineline.com as well as getting the paper there. Next month there will be a report of our offerings
and expenditures.
I have been requested by my sponsor, North Bryant Baptist Church in Bryant, AR, to ask for you to
send your offerings direct to The Baptist Vine Line, P. O. Box 2, Lascassas, TN 37085. God’s best to you. HLW

Page #13

Charlie Ellison, Houston, TX.
Veteran missionary having good results. Recently purchased building
in good area. Calvary BC; 410 N.
Marshall St., Henderson, TX 75662

David Law, Queen Creek, AZ.
Some have moved away, but offerings of mission are up. And they are
encouraged by several recent visitors; Outside support $1296; more
needed. Foothills MBC; PO Box 12;
Humboldt, AZ 86329

Norman Pierce, Rapid City, SD.
They need continued, faithful support in this strategic area of northwest. Calvary MBC, 600 Longmont,
Gillette, WY 82716

Oklahoma State Association Meets
at Landmark in Vian
By Doug Clements--On October 18, the eighty-seventh annual meeting of the Baptist General Association of Oklahoma
convened at 10 am at Landmark Missionary Baptist Church in Vian (The Mission Committee first met in the fellowship
hall. while the Ladies Auxiliary met in the sanctuary.) After the missions meeting was called to order, host pastor
Steve Spyres welcomed the messengers, guests. A couple of videos were shown, both related to missions. The first,
“Traders,”emphasized the need to be willing to “trade” one’s life for the cause of Christ. The second was of a native
pastor in the Solomon Islands expressing his convictions of how great the need was for them to have a seminary in their
country.
We also enjoyed a time of worship with congregational singing and special music. Daniel Conditt (Concord, Norman)
led the worship & Daniel Clark (Calvary, Idabel) accompanied on piano. Later, Matt Raines (Florence St., Broken Arrow) &
Adam Dyess (Grace, Stillwater) joined them for a special. Bryan Sellers (Secretary/Treasurer of Missions for the ABA) presented
a very challenging devotional and Caleb Wood (Missionary Pastor of Parkview, Choteau) delivered the annual missionary
message.
There were a good number of guests at the meeting and several new pastors and, staff were recognized. Ted Barker
Missionary to Paraguay, presented a report of his work.
Current officers were re-elected and Alfredo Melchor (Hispanic Mission-Okla. City) was re-elected as state missionary.
This Mission Committee meeting was dismissed after special prayer was held for the following pastors and pastor’s wives: Mike
Raines, Gary Woodard, Bud Wolf, Donna Westlake & Cassie Spears.
The State Ladies Auxiliary: Becky Heflin (Landmark,Vian) welcomed all the attendees and Candace Wood (Parkview,
Choteau, OK) offered the response. There were a number of congregational songs, special music, a poem and also a program
entitled “Christian Christians”.
Those leading/participating in these special events were: Nancy Heflin (Warren, -Blair), Becky Heflin (Landmark, Vian),
Darlene Taylor (Oakdale, Lookeba), Jennifer Wyatt (Weatherford), Diana Dodson (Harmony, Ponca City) & Chris Lewallen.
Deedra Clark (Concord, Norman) presented the President, Chavaughn Colwell (Zion, Roland), for the annual address. They
received $39.00 for the Bible & Tract Fund and were blessed by the attendance of Heather Thompson (Texarkana Baptist
Children’s Home).
		
Jean Crawford (Calvary, Muldrow) led in prayer and they received reports: Bible & Tract Report, Service Report,
Financial Report & the Treasurer’s report. Weatherford MBC-Weatherford, OK was the goal for last year and they received
$425.00. Lifepoint Baptist Church, Owasso, was selected as the upcoming year’s goal. Officers were elected and Heather
Thompson presented an energetic report of the Texarkana Baptist Children’s Home. And the ladies meeting was closed in prayer.
The General Session met at 1:30 pm It was called to order by the Moderator, Larry Jones of McAlester. And host pastor, Steve
Spyres, welcomed the messengers and guests.Afterward, Pastor Ed Heflin (Warren, Blair) presented a powerful devotional.
Congregational singing and special music were enjoyed by all. A mission presentations were given by the following:
Secretary Treasurer Bryan Sellers, Larry Clements (Bogard Press), Steve Spyres (Landmark Baptist paper), Bro. Alfredo Melchor
(Hispanic Mission), R L Clark (Concord Baptist Institute of Norman), Heather Thompson (Texarkana Baptist Children’s Home),
Rick McVeigh (Bible Project-Roselawn, Tulsa), Mack Peercy (Oklahoma Mission Development-Calvary, Tecumseh) & Butch
Mitchell (South Seas Seminary-Calvary, Idabel).
After a break for the evening meal, services resumed with worship and special music from a choir made up of various
representatives of the churches of the state. The annual message was delivered by Associate Pastor Aaron Heflin (Landmark,Vian)
who was elected last year as the alternate. Bro. Aaron delivered a wonderful message in the place of the late Pastor Bob Spears.
The meeting was closed with an invitation and prayer.
(Memorial Note: Bob Spears was the pastor of Mission Home, Wewoka. He went to be with the Lord in March. Please remember his
wife, Cassie, in your prayers. Bob & Cassie were expecting their fourth child when he passed away. Cassie & her children, Owen, Avery
& Isaac are anticipating the newest addition to their family any time now.)
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Sound Words
By

Mike Yoho

Question: When is the best time to plant a tree?
Answer: Twenty years ago.
Question: When is the second best time to plant a tree?
Answer: Today!
This series of questions has become a mantra of sorts for me and for our church family the past
few years. Life is filled with unmet expectations, disappointments and discouraging news. If only we had
planted that tree twenty years ago, we would be enjoying the shade and comfort it could provide. We
could admire it’s beauty through the change of seasons. What a great thing that would be! But, we did
not plant that tree and we have missed out on the pleasure it could provide.
What to do? Plant that tree today! We certainly cannot go back in time and change a single thing.
We can lament and pout over this limitation. Or, we can do the best we can today to make a positive
impact going forward.
It has been said that we serve the God of the second (and third, etc) chance. God is always ready
to forgive us and put us back on the right path. “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive
our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9).
I am blessed and encouraged by the sentiment expressed by the Apostle Paul in Philippians 3:1214, “Not that I have already attained, or am already perfected; but I press on, that I may lay hold of that
for which Christ Jesus has also laid hold of me. Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended;
but this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forward to those things
which are ahead, I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.”
Having a good “forgetter” is a blessing that can help us through the hurts and disappointments of
past failures of commission and omission. It can also help us through past victories. It is possible to get
hung up on how things used to be so much we don’t do anything positive today.
Those who have gone before us have planted many a beautiful tree and we enjoy the fruit of their
labors. We must also be about the business to which God has called in order for future generations to be
blessed as well.
If we stew on our past failures, or our past victories we may miss an opportunity to plant
something good in our remaining time. God alone knows if we will live to see the fullest beauty of the
seed lovingly planted today. 		
We may or may not dwell beneath it’s boughs. But those of future generations may rise up and
call us blessed because we did not become paralyzed over the past and did everything we could to move
forward for the cause of Jesus Christ.
When is the best time to plant a tree?
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